
New Forest & District Sailability 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at  
Our Lady of Sorrows' Church, Fordingbridge 

On Tuesday 14th February 2014 at 3:00pm 

 
 

1 Attendance: 
 
1.1 Malcolm Bentley, Chairman, Eric Blythe, Rory Morrison, Spike Spencer, Jenny Monger, Andrew 

Allen, Tom Glasson, Richard Savill, Stephan Hart, Denise Speirs. 
 
1.2 Apologies: Mary White, Rowena Marsh, Anne Shand. 

 
 
2 Minutes of the last meeting: These were accepted and signed as a fair record. 
 
 
3 Increasing our operation: Nothing to discuss. 

 
 
4 Matters arising from the 2014 AGM: 
 

4.1 Allocation of jobs: Rowena Marsh has taken over as Treasurer. The main roles had already been 
designated; Richard Savill and Stephan Hart were welcomed to the Committee as new members, 
there was nothing further to discuss at this time.   

 
5 Chairman's report 
 

5.1 Draft agreement between NFDS & Spinnaker - progress to date: Malcolm to forward a copy onto the 
Committee members for information.  Eric confirmed that there was a Spinnaker meeting scheduled 
for Monday 21st January 2014 but the agreement was not listed for discussion.  Malcolm will speak 
to Simon Walworth, Commodore of Spinnaker in respect of the lack of progress. 

 
 
6 Secretary's report: Nothing to report 
 
 
7 Treasurer's report:  
 
7.1 Richard Savill would receive the invoice for the new life jackets at the end of the month; future 

invoices would be sent to Rowena in her role as treasurer. 
 
7.2 It was confirmed that a contribution of £200 per delegate would be given to those officially attending 

the Sailability National Conference. 
 
 
8 Sailing Captain's report:  
 
81. Correspondence had been received from ? who wished to showcase the NF&DS scheme along with 

the local water sports club effectively giving free advertising; it was agreed that this should go ahead. 
 
8.2 Tim Warner had spoken to Nici Birrell, British Paralympic sailor who was prepared to give a talk to 

NF&DS members.  They were also trying to get Helen Lucas another Paralympic sailor to give a talk.  
It was agreed that in the absence of a proper venue not to pursue this further at the moment. 

 
8.3 The question was raised as to when the Club House will be available again.  
 Agreed: Eric would raise this question at the Spinnaker meeting on Monday 21st January 2014. 
 
8.4 Sail training, it was discussed whether sail training should be moved to a Wednesday, however, this 

would make things difficult for Maurice who does prefer Tuesdays.  It was suggested that improvers 
move to a Wednesday and that an email be sent out asking if anyone was prepared to volunteer for 
Wednesdays.  Eventually it was agreed that the matter would be debated further if it was felt that 



there was a need for a further day; the Committee would also need to consider what Maurice would 
prefer to do.   

 
8.5 The question was raised in relation to race team funding and whether the donation given could be 

used.  It appeared that the donor was happy for some of the money to be used to fund the race team 
and they were happy for the money to be used to buy to new boats and thereby forward the sailing. 

 
8.6 The race team events for 2014 would now be over two days and the Committee was asked to 

consider giving donations to members taking part to assist with expenses.  Malcolm asked that the 
race team prepare a full budget of anticipated expenditure and then put in applications for funding; 
all applications will be given full consideration. 

 
 
9 Boatswain's report 
 

9.1 Spike reported that there had been no further changes since the AGM. 
 
9.2 Solar Panels: Richard was awaiting a reply from NPower with costs for the solar panels which it was 

hoped would provide enough power to keep the batteries fully charged.  Discussion centred around 
the possible costs and it was agreed that the committee would provisionally approve expenditure of 
up to £200 but this would be discussed further once full costings had been received. 

 
 
10 Members Representative's report: nothing further to discuss. 
 
 
11 Events 
 
11.1 To confirm that the Jubilee Sailing Trust talk will go ahead at Ellingham Hall on 4th March 2014 at 

7:30pm.  
 
 
12 Publicity:  

 
12.1 Awaiting the costing for the leaflet; nothing further to discuss at the moment. 
 
12.2 Jenny has sent out the latest newsletter to volunteers and sailors, and will follow this up with a 

second newsletter in 6 to 8 weeks time taking key points from the minutes.  She will also incorporate 
an item on Peter Birchell and Rob Biddle. 

 
12.3 The Fordingbridge Rotary Festival - the closing date for applications is 1st May 2014; Rory too 

complete the application form and send it in. 
 
12.4  See 8.1 and 8.2 above.   
 
 
13 Any Other Business 
 
13.1 The shed - As raised and discussed at the AGM, it was agreed that the shed would be named after 

Rob Biddle in particular and would be called  'Rob's shed', with a plaque dedicated to his memory.  
Action: Spike Spencer. 

 
13.2 The decision as to which boats would be going to Eric for the Totton Sailability Group could not be 

made until the new boats for NFDS had arrived; possibly sometime in March.  Richard will let 
Rowena/Tom know as soon as it has been decided which boats are going and when so the 
insurance can be transferred to the new boats. 

 
13.3 The Pontoon was now below water; it was reported that the situation was under review and would be 

dealt with accordingly.   
 
 
14 Date of Next Meeting: Friday 21st February 2014; venue to be advised. 
 



 
15 Dates of Following Meetings for 2014: Third Friday of the month with the exception of April 
 
15.1 21st March 
 11th or 25th April as 18th is Good Friday 
 16th May 
 20th June 
 18th July  
 
 
 
 
 


